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CONNECTICUT FACES $3.1 BILLION TRANSPORTATION FUNDING SHORTFALL THROUGH 2017, PREVENTING STATE FROM MAKING MANY NEEDED ROAD AND BRIDGE REPAIRS; NEARLY HALF OF STATE’S MAJOR ROADS AND ONE-THIRD OF BRIDGES ARE DEFICIENT
Eds.: the report includes a list of Connecticut’s most deteriorated sections of roadway and the state’s most heavily traveled structurally  deficient bridges. 
Hartford, January 28, 2008 – Connecticut faces a $3.1 billion shortfall through 2017 for needed road, highway and bridge repairs and improvements, which, if not addressed, will leave numerous critical projects to repair and modernize Connecticut’s roads and bridges unfunded and unable to proceed. This is according to a new report released today by TRIP, a national nonprofit transportation research group. 
According to the TRIP report, entitled “Preserving Connecticut’s Highways and Bridges:  The State’s Challenge in Maintaining its Aging System of Roads, Highways and Bridges,” from 2008 to 2017, $10.6 billion is needed to repair, maintain and expand the state’s roads, highways and bridges to accommodate growing traffic levels. However, the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CDOT) estimates that only $7.5 billion will be available for road, highway and bridge repairs and improvements during this period, leaving a shortfall of approximately $3.1 billion over the next ten years. This shortfall is exacerbated by rapidly increasing highway construction costs. The TRIP report contains lists of needed road and bridge improvement and reconstruction projects that currently lack adequate funding to proceed.     

Needed but unfunded road improvement projects include the reconstruction of I-95 from Branford to the Rhode Island state line, the modernization of portions of Interstate 84 in Waterbury and improvements to the interchange of Interstate 84 and Connecticut Route 4 in Farmington. CDOT has also identified needed but unfunded bridge projects, including the I-84 bridge over Park River in Hartford; I-95 bridge over the Housatonic River in Stratford; the I-84/Connecticut Route 8 interchange in Waterbury and the CT 2A bridge over the Thames River in Preston.
"The release of this year's TRIP report affirms the wisdom of the Democrats' 'Fix It First' initiative passed in October, which will accelerate repairs on state roads and bridges throughout Connecticut," said Speaker of the House Jim Amann (D-Milford).  "As we push forward on mass transit alternatives, we must keep in mind that roads and highways will continue to be the workhorse of our transportation system.  We must be vigilant in addressing maintenance needs, or risk losing the momentum we've created on transportation over the last three years."
According to the TRIP report, nearly half – 48 percent – of roads in Connecticut are in poor or mediocre condition, with conditions expected to worsen in the future under current transportation funding projections. In 2005 (the latest year for which data is available), 14 percent of Connecticut’s roads were rated in poor condition and 34 percent were rated in mediocre condition. Currently, 15 percent of the state’s major roads are in need of significant repairs or reconstruction, but this share is expected to increase to 45 percent by 2017 under current investment levels.
In addition to declining pavement conditions, Connecticut’s bridges are aging and becoming increasingly deteriorated, with approximately one-third of the state’s bridges rated as structurally deficient or functionally obsolete. The number of state-maintained bridges that are deficient is increasing, from 148 bridges rated deficient in 1998 to 240 bridges rated deficient by CDOT in 2006. Many of the state’s bridges are reaching an age when significant repairs will be necessary, with the average age of bridges in the state at 40 years. Bridges on average require significant repairs or rehabilitation when they reach 50 years in service.
“The legislature has made a commitment, through our ‘Fix It First’ initiative, to revitalize our failing bridges and roads, but this report leaves me asking a number of questions,” Rep. Tony Guerrera, House Chair of the Transportation Committee, said. “How many projects were bid and how many began construction in 2007?  Have all the projects bid in 2007 been awarded? Were all the projects that were scheduled to go forward actually bid on in 2007?  The legislature committed funds to these projects, where is the money being spent?  We need answers and we need them now.”

Improving the condition of Connecticut’s roads, highways and bridges will be made more challenging by the continued and forecast increase in vehicle travel, particularly by large trucks, which put significant wear and tear on the state’s key transportation links. Vehicle travel in the state increased 20 percent from 1990 to 2005, and is projected to increase another 30 percent by 2025. Commercial trucking in Connecticut is expected to increase 48 percent by 2020, placing even greater stress on the state’s already overburdened and deteriorated highways and bridges. 

Additional findings of the TRIP report: 

· Roads in need of repair cost each Connecticut motorist an average of $325 annually in extra vehicle operating costs - $892 million statewide.  These costs include accelerated vehicle depreciation, additional vehicle repair costs, increased fuel consumption and increased tire wear.
· Nine percent of Connecticut’s bridges were structurally deficient in 2007, and an additional 25 percent were functionally obsolete. A bridge is structurally deficient if there is significant deterioration of the bridge deck, supports or other major components. Functionally obsolete bridges no longer meet current highway design standards, often because of narrow lanes, inadequate clearances or poor alignment.
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